y 


Copies Still Available 

Something like 1300 requests 
for a sample of Yo-Yo Times poured 
into our mailbox following a brief 
Mention in USA Weekend on Sept. 8-10, 
and requests continue to trickle in at 
the rate of several each week. 

To separate the really serious from 
the merely curious requests, we 
prepared a 2-page sample issue of 
Yo-Yo__ Times to give potential 
subscribers a flavor of what to expect 
in each regular 8-page issue, 
published four times a year. 

The special issue also contained a 
listing of yo-yo resources, including 
companies, videotapes, books and other 
information. 

If regular subscribers to YYT would 
like a copy of the 2-page sample 
"issue, send us a_ self-addressed, 
stamped envelope and ask for the 
"special 2-page issue." We still have 
a few dozen copies available and will 
make more if necessary. 


Meet "Mr. Yodel" 

"Mr. Yodel" is the creation of 
yoist and cartoonist John Higby, who 
has been performing his own brand of 
yo-yo magig at Denver’s Buskerfest as 
well as other events such as 
festivals, parties, hospitals, schools 
and so on for three years. 


oN 
EAA 
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$3.00 


P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 
20170) 


(Washington, D.C., suburbs) 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


He also stars in two “How It’s 
Done" videos produced by How It’s Done 
Inc. The videos also star “Howie 
Dunn," a Muppet-like pelican animated 
by Chris O’Brien. Howie nerrates the 
scenes, which take the viewer through 
factories, orange groves, amusement 
parks and so on to show how baseball 
bats are made, roller coasters are 
designed and built, how oranges are 
turned into orange juice, and so on. 

Both videos contain segments of 
really cool yo-yo play. In one video, 
John faces off in a "yo-yo showdown" 
with The Yo-Yo Bad Guy, played by Mike 
Pierce. In the other, John hams it up 
solo and puts on a display of yo-yo 
wizardry in an effort to bring Howie 
out of a minor fit of depression. 

Jolin is currently 20 years old and 
so far has resisted the allure of 
formal college. *I attended the 
Schsol cf Life," he said. In order to 
give himself more time to practice yo 
and to draw his cartoons, he has held 
a variety of freelance-style jobs. 
Most recently, he held @ job doing 
signs for natural foods store. 

His next big project is “a yo-yo 
yoga video." 

Watch for more adventures of "Mr. 


Yodel" in future issues. of Yo-Yo 
Times. 


{To obtain copies of the videos, 
call 1-800-469-0561 with your credit 


703-742-YOYO (742-9696) 
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card. They’re $8.99 each or $17 for 
the pair, plus $3.00 shipping and 
handling.) 


ST RESULTS 


Tracy Wins Vegas Open 

Bad weather across the nation ¢ut 
heavily into attendance at the fourth 
annual Winter Mini-Convention of the 
International Jugglers Association at 
the Showboat Hotel in Las Vegas, Jan. 
7 through 11. 

In fact, only two yoers entered the 
third annual Las Vegas Pro-Am Yo-Yo 
Competition, held at the convention on 
Tuesday, Jan. 9. 

Jason Tracy, Frazier Park, Calif., 
walked off with first place honors in 
the Masters Division, and Val Krantz, 
Edina, Minn., finished second. 

Dale Oliver of South San Francisco, 
Calif., judged the AYYA-sanctioned 
contest. 


Louisiana Winners 

Jim Johnson of Baton Rouge, La., 
sends along the results of the 
September 19 contest jin Alexandria, 
La., sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of 
Central Louisiana in conjunction with 
its annual balloon festival. 

Top finishers were: 

(1) Jonathan Rhae, 15; (2) Michael 


BY JOHN HIGBYOWIE 


Yo-Yos, Unicycles 
& Juggling Equipment 


For the complete Tom Kuhn line, and the Playmaxx Pro-Yo 
in Canada, contact 


Noble Disk® 
The newsletter of yo-yoing in New England 
but full of fun materi for anyone from anywhere 


Yearly subscribptions 
$10 in the kee oe of N. America 


Darren Bedford Ascit exition on dak (23 of S359, 85 +$1 P&H 
"uncer Ae. Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle St. 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6N 2N2 Portsmouth, NH 03801, 603/427-2473 
416-767-6074 
Offer available only for Canadians 


HANDCRAFTED YO-YOs 
World's Finest Hardwoods 
Sold In Galleries 

High Performance 

2 Unique Shapes \ 
Enhance Grain, Feel Great! 


‘ft indian Head Penny Inlays $5 Extra 
. Yovo Bag $5 Pha S Strings 51 00 
Ay 8 | Specify Wood Type and Shape iA or B! 
| Send $15 00 + $2.25 (S&H! to 


Wooden Monarch Yo: Ven Glow Fireball™ & Power Spin® 


Middle; Pedual, Maple. imbuva. Zebrano. Cherry. 
Oak, Satinwood. Rosewood 


Phone orders for Visa/Mastercard only 
($20 minimum): 1-800-338-8796 
Send check/money order to: 


SLO-YO. 


Superlative Hendmede 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


} Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 
ten — Getign in wood 


Montview 
Gustin te 76756 


Fall River, MA 02723-0402 


Is imeresting 10 watch people's reaction to a 
SLEEP MACHINE or ROLLER WOODY - 
especially kids and cats. It looks like a regular 
wooden vo-vo. but how does it spin sa 
long’ The secret is a precision hall bearing axle i 
and a unique adjustable string gap allowing 
Yo-Yo tune-ups. Too “techy” for some (5 or 
6 were retumed). the reward for the rest of 
us is the magic healing qualities of long 
spinning wood. In a plastic age. holding and 
watching a Sleep Machine spin. is a calming and 
centering experience. Others are charmed too. They're 
great for meeting people. Best of all. at a moments notice, 
these particular yo-vos connect me to that pant of myself which 
also spins and dances . 

RGR Lo 
| SLEEP MACHINE - BUTTERFLY STYLE... 
ROLLER WOODY - CLASSIC STYLE 
' Name 
1 Address 
i City 
t Visa/Me 
» TOW KUHN ¥0-¥OS LTD. 

1 2383 California Street 
1 San Francisco, C4 94115 
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$35.00 (hres aid 525% 


Phone Orders: 


NEW FROM YOMEGA 


"Total Glow" Yomega Yo-Yos! 
(yo-yos thatglow in the dark!) 


Glow Yo-Yo With a Brain® $11.95 


“w™ BO, Box 23404 $8.50 
ng vu Monticito, CA 93121 Glow Raider™ with holster, $26.95 


Glow Raider™ - no holster, $21.95 


Yomega Corp.-YT, Retail Dept. 
1058 Pleasant St., P.O. Box 4146 


Mention Yo-Yo Times & receive free shipping 


*=$40).OD enppieg $1.08 per enter. 


800-LS.10V08 


$7 96967 


Trimble, 11; (3) T.J. Thames, 12; (4) 
Justin Barrett, 113 and (5) Wallace 
Levy, 8. 

Jim Johnson preceded the contest 
with a yo-yo demonstration. 


UPCOMING CONTESTS 


World Championships at IJA 

The next annual convention of the 
International Jugglers Association 
will be held Tuesday through Saturday, 
duly 16-21, 1996, in Rapid City, South 
Dakota at Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, 
25 miles from Mt. Rushmore. 

The convention will include yo-yo 
workshops. The fifth annual World 
Yo-Yo Championships will be held at 
noon, July 18 at the convention. Call 
415/871-4197 for contest details. 

For IJA Convention information, 
contact Ginny Rose at 413/367-9398. 
For complete details on the IJA and 
registering for the conference, 
contact Richard Dingman at 
413/367-2401. Call after 5 p.m. 
Eastern time. 


California Championships Set May 18 
The California State Yo-Yo 
Championships will be held Saturday, 
May 18, 11 am - 4 pm in downtown Santa 
Rosa, in conjunction with the 102nd 
Luther Burbank Rose Parade and 
Festival. Yo-yoers will march in the 
parade prior to the contest. 
Information: John Stangle, 707/542- 


1417. 


Mew England Yolympics Planned May 25 

The 1996 Yolympics is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 25, in Portsmouth, N.H. 
The event is open to everyone. 

Two types of competitions are 
scheduled. The first is a standard, 
old-fashioned Duncan-style contest 
(broken down into age and skill 
categories). The other will be a 
series of fun-filled competitions. 

For further details, contact Bill 
Alton, Noble Disk, 132 #11 Middle St., 
Portsmouth, NH 03801, 603/427-2473. 
Best time to call is between 1 and 2 
on Saturday afternoon eastern time. 
(Yearly subscriptions to Noble Disk 
are $10 in the U.S., $12 in the rest 
of North America, $15 for the rest of 
the world.) 


Arizona State/Southwest Date Set 

The Arizona State/Southwest 
Regional will be held in Tucson, 
Ariz., on June 15, 1996. Contest 
organizer, Don Duncan, announced that 
details will be released and publ ished 
in YYT as soon as they are available 
and asked potential competitors NOT to 
call him for further information at 
this time. "Yo-Yo Man” Tom Smothers 
has said that he hopes to attend. 


YO BRIEFS 


@ Yo-yo maker Tom Kuhn is looking 
for unusual photos of yoing in unusual 
places. “If you have a photo of 
yourself yoing in an unusual situation 


or with a pet or animal in an unusual 
setting, send us a copy," Tom Kuhn 
said. You could win an SB-II, Sleep 
Machine or Roller Woody and possibly 
have your photo appear in one of 
Kuhn's mailers. Photos are non- 
returnable and may be used in a mailer 
even if you don’t win the contest. 
Any size print, color or black and 
white. The deadline is March 1, 1996. 
Winners will be announced in Spring 
1996 issue of Yo-Yo Times. Please, no 
photos taken in dangerous situations. 
“Safety first," he said. Send your 
entries to The Tom Kuhn Colossal Yo 
Photo Contest, 2383 California St., 
San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138 
or 800/US-YOYOS (879-6967). 

@ John Stangle of Santa Rosa., 
Calif., writes, "I heard recently that 
the official Scrabble dictionary now 
recognizes the word ‘YO’ as an 
official word. All right! Just say 
you" 

e T-shirts are still available 
from the 2nd Annual Willie Bird's West 
Coast Regional Yo-Yo Championship held 
this past June in Santa Rosa., Calif. 
Call first to make sure your size is 
available. $10 including shipping. 
Also available: red Pro-Yo take-apart 
yo-yos custom-made for the occasion, 
$9 each including shipping; they come 
with extra string and trick sheet. 
From: YO-topia, c/o John "Pookie-Yo" 
Stangle, 580 Silva Ave., Santa Rosa, 
CA 95404, 707/542-1417. 

@ The Infinite Illusions Juggling 
Supplies catalog for Fall 1995-Spring 
1996 contains two full pages of yo-yos 
from several manufacturers as weli as 
books, videos and supplies. To order 
a copy of the latest catalog, contact 
Infinite. Illusions, P.O. Box 2584, 
Tallahassee, FL 32316, 904/385-6463. 
Order line: 1-800-548-6724. 

@ Humorist, comedian and TV writer 
Pat Hazell sent along a “Ballard 
Street" cartoon (by Jerry Van 
Amerongen) in the Dallas newspapers. 


The single-panel cartoon shows a 
geekish-looking nerd examining a 
sleeping yo-yo through a _ huge 


magnifying glass. The caption reads: 
"It's doubtful whether one need go any 
further than Dave to find a more 
ardent admirer of the yo-yo." 

e If you see any cartoons, 
articles, etc. that feature or mention 
‘the yo-yo, send them along to us. We 
love a good, clean laugh. 


‘TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 
Keep those tricks coming in. 
Please note that tricks in the 

newsletter are primarily those that 

can be described in words without 
pictures. We don’t have room for lots 
of pictures in the newsletter. 

However, the well-illustrated 
tricks are primary candidates for 
future editions of the book of new 
yo-yo tricks, It's Yo-Yo Time! 


By the way, if we publish your 
trick in the newsletter, you receive a 
free 6-month extension on your 
subscription as our token way of 
saying, “Thanks.” 

If your trick is used in the book, 
you'll receive full credit and thanks 
in the book. (Note: Just to protect 
ourselves in the future, please be 
advised that sending us your trick 
means that you are giving us 
permission to print it in the 
newsletter and subsequent books. You 
will, of course, receive full credit 
in both places- as the originator of 
the trick.) 

WOTE: ALl tricks are described for 
the right-handed yoist. If you're 
left-handed, make the appropriate 
changes when following the directions. 


"Space Shuttle" 
Bill deBoisblanc 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Start with the "Y is for yo-yo" 
formation (sometimes called "The 
Upside Down Eiffel Tower"). With the 
thumb of your non-yo-yo hand, pull the 
hanging yo-yo string back through the 
triangle and place it over your yo-yo 
finger. 

Now, again with your thumb pull the 
hanging string to the bottom of the 
"ny," With a little adjusting of the 
string, you have a "Space Shuttle" or 
a "Stealth Bomber." 


"Man on the Trapeze 
Fights for his Life" 


Britton Hacke, Sioux City, Iowa 

Start with "Around the World" onto 
a "Trapeze," then go into a "Stop and 
Go/Perpetual Motion." (For 
instructions on how to do "Stop and 
Go," see pp. 106-107 in The World on a 


String by Helane Zeiger. First 
published in 1979, the updated, 


reprinted 1988 edition is available 
from Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos Ltd., 2383 
California St., Sam francisco, CA 
94115, 415/921-8138. $10 plus $3.50 
shipping and handling.) 


"Going Hunting" 
Matt ("Bro Yo") and Ben Johnson 
Derby, Kans. 

Matt writes that his 10- ~year- -old 
son Ben came up with the idea for this 
trick, even though he hasn’t quite 
mastered it yet. 

“Going Hunting" is a combination 
trick. You begin with “Walk the Dog" 
and end with a "Shotgun." 

My dad was a three-time Duncan 
champion, and I learned from him a 
different kind of "Shotgun" from 
what’s in the books I’ve seen. 

The "Shotgun" I know goes this way: 

Throw a fast "Sleeper." Place the 
index finger of your free hand about 
one third the way down the back side 
of the string. 

Grab the string with your yo hand 
about 3 inches from the yo-yo. Pull 
your yo hand up and push your free 
hand out. 


Yo-Yo Times / Winter 1995-96 / p.3 


"Aim" down the string. 
the yo-yo will return. 


‘Knock the Pen Out of 


Your Assistant’s Hand" 
by “Professor Yo-Yo" (Stuart Crump) 
This is one of my favorite tricks 
because it allows me to toy with the 
audience. 
If you haven't quite developed the 
proficiency needed to knock a quarter 


Let go and 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champion of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
© Solid Piece of Beechwood 
© Official Signature Mode! 
© Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
© Piastic Carrying Case 
© Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos- $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 
Watace 


Wallace idaho 83873 


New from Dennis McBride 
“Dennis McBride’s 
Introduction to Yo-Yo Play” 


New video featuring the classic tricks 
used in contests for more than 50 years. 
Still available: “String Tricks, (Vals. 1 & 2," and “Gal- 
lery of Two-H! Tricks 
&25 each (pilus $3 S&H pe rc. 
Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride 
P.O. Bax 1500 
Solvang, CA 93464 


805-688-0301 


YO-YO TIMES ™ is an independent 


newsletter, published quarterly by: 
Creative Communications Inc. 
P.O. Box 1519 - WI95-6 
‘Herndon, VA 22070 
Circulation & Business: 


1-703-742-YOYO (9696) 
Editorial: 1-703-905-0509 


©1996 by Creative Communications 


Inc. All rights reserved. For informa- 
tion on reproduction of any part of this 
issue, write to the address above. 


ISSN 0897-7704 
Editor & Publisher: 


Stuart F. Crump Jr. 
(“Professor Yo-Yo”) 


Managing Editor: 


Margaret P. Crump 


Assistant Editor: 


Jodi Crump (“Yodi”’) 


Subscriptions: $12/year (N. America) 


(USS. dollars only) 
Foreign subscribers please add $4/year 
for postage and handling 


off the ear of a volunteer from the 
audience without risking a lawsuit, 
this is an easier end every bit as 
effective trick. It’s funnier, too, 
I perform it jin a funny frame of 
mi 


It's important to play up how 
dangerous this trick is. "I/ll need a 
very brave assistant. Someone who is 
fearless. 1 need a victim. I mean, a 
volunteer." 

Bring your assistant on the stage. 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK 69.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
CradJe to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
al) here: 83 pages lavishly 
Mlustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo, Also available: 4 different 
& / Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, wrile Kiutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept ¥ 


SPECIAL OFFER tor YYT Subscribers 
‘It’s Yo-Yo Time!” (The Song) 


The first yo-yo song written specifically lo be performed to. 


Sung by Groce, host of “Mountain Stage, with 
‘Professor Yo-Yo" (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo- 0 Times 
Wich $11.95, While rae lies jast:; $5.95 postpaid 

(U.S. turds; for shippi meng iS ian addresses, add 
§1,00; other fore $2.) Pleese allow 3 weeks for 

delivery inthe U. nd et least 6 weeks for overseas. 


Tip sheet included .. . Satisfaction guaranteed 


Send your check today to: 
“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519, Hemdon, VA 22070 


Now available 
directly from the manufacturer 


The Ultimate ProYo 
Take-Apart Yo-Yo 


with wood axle 
$14.00 each 
postpaid in the U.S. 
Add $2 for orders shipped outside 
the U.S. 


Each yo-yo comes with package 
of 3 extra strings, 2 extra 
hardwood (maple) axles, and 1 
extra wheel nut. 

Pocket Guide instruction sheet 
with each order. 


Send your check today to: 
Yo-Yo Orders, Playmaxx Inc. 
2900 N. Country Club, Dept. YYT 
Tucson, AZ 85716 

' 520/322-0100 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
Please allow 6 weeks for delivery 


Pull | pen out of your pocket. (Make 
sure the point is covered and the pen 
is blunt on both ends.) I like to use 
a colorful, easily seen felt-tip. 

I position the volunteer and ask 
him or her to stjck out a hand. Then 
I ask, “Is that the hand you write 
with?™ If the answer fis "No," I say, 
"Good." If the answer is “Yes," 1 
suggest, “Maybe we better use the 
other hand.” 

(If possible, I pick out the 
assistant ahead of time and brief 
him/her to act very nervous and 
scared, even though 1 assure him 

there is mo real danger; it’s all 
pretend. I explain that they’ll get 
a bigger laugh and a bigger applause 
by pretending to be scared.) 

Instruct the assistant how to hold 
the pen very lightly, extending it in 
front of the body. 

1 then explain to the audience 
that 1 am going to attempt to knock 
the pen out of his hand by using the 
yo-yo. “Would you like to see me do 
it the easy way or the hard way?" 

The audience always says, "The 


hard way!" I pretend to hear 
otherwise and say, “The easy way? 
Fine." 


I hold the yo-yo firmly in my hand 
and knock it against the pen, sending 
the pen flying. I then pretend that ! 
have completed the trick and say, 
"Thank you" as I take a bow. 

1 gradually "wake up” to realize 
that 1 have misread the audience's 
reaction. Sadly, I turn to my 
assistant and say, "I don’t think 
they’re going to go for it. They 
want to see it done the hard way." 

I stand back to the side and begin 
looping the yo-yo, just out of range 
of hitting the pen. 

After three or four loops, I stop 
and approach my subject and readjust 
the pen. “Are you sure this isn’t 
your writing hand?" 

After getting the correct answer, 
I start the looping again for five or 
six loops, counting slowly, “One, 
two,...." 

I stop again and ask, "Do you have 
insurance?" If the answer is "Yes," 
I say, "That's good. 1 don’t.” If 
the answer fis “No,” I say, “That’s 
okay. Neither do I." 

I pult out a set of construction 
goggles (protective glasses) and put 
them on my volunteer. “Safety first. 
That’s my motto." (These are not for 
show only. More than once the pen 
has jumped out of the hand when 
struck with the yo-yo and hit the 
volunteer in the goggles, so they 
serve a useful purpose. If you do 
mot have goggles, instruct your 
volunteer to close his eyes tightly 
and turn his head aside where his 
eyes will be safe from the flying 
pen. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT. Do not 
neglect SAFETY FIRST.) 

I start the looping again and get 
even closer to contact, then stop. 
“J just want to assure you that if 
something goes wrong, not to worry, 
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the audience will give you an even 
bigger hand." 
Then I say, “Okay, this time we'll 


go for it.” Once I get the range, } 
count, “One, two, two-and-a-half, 
THREE!" 


On “three” I knock the pen out and 
send it flying across the stage. 

I then ask the volunteer to take a 
bow and acknowledge the applause he or 
she earned. 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS 

If you're a fan of The Yo-Yo Man, 
Tom Smothers, here is a schedule of 
upcoming appearances by the Smothers 
Brothers. Check your local listings 
for details. 

Feb. 17, Stranahan Theatre, Toledo, 
OH. 

Feb. 23, Sundome Center for the 
Performing Arts, Sun City West, AZ. 


¥ 


Feb. 24, Ellen Eccles Theatre, 
Logan, UT. 
Feb. 25, Konocti Warbor Resort 


Showroom, Kelseyville, CA. 
March 8, Macomb Center for the 
Arts, Clinton Township, MI. 
March 10, George E. Potter Center, 
Jackson, MI. 
March 13, 
Youngstown, OH. 
March 15, Ritz Theatre, Tiffin, OH. 
March 16, Sturgis Young Auditorium, 
Sturgis, MI. 
March 24-25, 
dupiter, FL. 
March 30, New Brunswick Cultural 
Center, New Brunswick, NJ. 


Stambaugh Auditorium, 


Jupiter Theatre, 


May 3, Alabama Theatre, North 
Myrtle Beach, SC. 

May 4, Cedar Town Civic Center, 
Cedar Town, GA. 

May 11, Poway Center for the 
Performing Arts, Poway, CA. 

May 18, Holland (MI) Tulip 
Festival. 

May 20-21, Beef & Boards, 


Indianapolis, IN. 

May 24-25, Cerritos Center for the 
Performing Arts, Cerritos, CA. 

June 15, Yo-Yo Contest, Tucson, AZ. 


We Need More Contests 


and Workshops 
by John "Pookie-Yo" Stangle 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 

Promoting the sport I love, yoyos, 
is a group effort. A handful of 
contests and even fewer workshops are 
held each year. Why so few? 

Anyone can hold a contest/workshop. 
Rules, formats, score sheets, 
registration forms, etc. are easily 
accessible through the AYYA as well as 
from me and many other players. 

You can even make your own. 

It is a great reward to hold an 
organized event for the public. 

Cost {is always a consideration. 
Don’t worry. You have a variety of 
options. 

First, don’t try to have the 
biggest event ever. Contact local toy 
stores, businesses, non-profit 
agencies or organizers of other annual 


events. Possibly you could hold your 
event at their place of business or in 
conjunction with one of their annual 
events. It may even cost you nothing! 

Next, contact the local pres, 
including newspapers, radio and TV 
stations, magazines end sny other 
periodicals. Be prepared to fax them 
an information sheet (a press re- 
lease). The best part is that press 
coverage costs you nothing. It does 
take a little time and effort to get 
this "free" coverage, however. 

Next, spread the word with flyers 
at schools, town bulletin boards, 
special events and mailings. Also, 
word of mouth can be your best way of 
advertising. Get the kids involved! 
Don’t forget to send a copy of your 
announcement to Yo-Yo Times. Send a 
copy of contest winners, too, after 
the event is over. 

You can also put your notice on the 
Internet. Check out the local page 
here in Santa Rosa, Calif., at 
http://www. woo.com/thermost. Also, 
search for "yo" on the Web. 

Prizes can be very simple, such as 
certificates, ribbons or home-made 
items. If you can obtain financial 
sponsors, you may be able to afford 
yo-yos, trophies or even cash prizes. 
Each year will be better than the 
last. 

Don’t forget that you are not 
putting on an Olympic event, and you 
want to have fun! 

It is my belief that if each active 
yo-yo player (especially players with 
current titles such as National, 
State, County or City Champion) held 
one contest/workshop a year, this 
effort in conjunction with TV 
commercials from manufacturers such as 
Duncan and other players’ efforts 
would dramatically increase the yo- 
yo’s popularity around the world. 

Teamwork is the key to making any 
Sporting event successful, and what 
better team is there to be on than the 
team helping to regenerate interest in 
the world’s greatest toy! 

(You can reach John Stangle at 
707/542-1417.) 


LETTERS 


We welcome your letters to the 
editor, articles, mew tricks, etc. 
Please include your phone number with 
all letters, articles, etc. so we can 
get back to you if we have questions. 
We will not print your address unless 
you ask us to. 

We have been blessed with an 
abundance of interesting letters 
thanks to the mention in USA Weekend. 
The article invited readers to send 
for a sample issue, We printed 
several of these letters in our last 
issue. 

Here are excerpts from a few more 
of the letters we received: 


At the 5 & 10 
I have used my Duncan for years. 
I learned my first tricks from a young 
man from the Philippines at a 5 & 10 
Cent store in Cleveland, Ohio, in 

1938. 

I am 72 years old and still yoing. 
Jack £. Becker 
Hollidaysburg, PA 


Good start 

Please send a free copy. ! have 
four grandchildren, and I would like 
to have them enjoy the skills of yo- 
yoing as I did when I was a child, 

I will buy them the good products 
as recommended in the article and get 
them off to a good start. 

(Mrs.) Barbara L. Macpherson 
Bloomfield Hills, M1 


Head start 

I’ve read the interesting article 
and advice of Bill DeBoisblanc. 

I'm 70 years old. It was s0 
interesting to finally read some 
reasons I might have had for not 
mastering the yo-yo. 1 remember 
feeling like an inept bungler and 
might redeem myself if 1 can give my 
grandson a head start! 

Joy Dutton 
Arvada, CO 


First Yo-yo 
Please send me a free copy as I'm 
just starting to learn about yo-yos. 
My first one fs a Duncan WEO, which my 
dad bought for me at a flea market for 

50 cents. 

Jon Rodrigues 
Gustine, CA 


Science Class 

I am one of two science teachers fn 
my rural junior-senior high school. 
My assignment includes the teaching of 
Science 1 (7th grade), Science 11 
(8th), Science II] (9th), Science IV 
(10th), Chemistry and Physics. 

-1 would like to request a free copy 
of your newsletter. The information 
will be used in my science classes as 
we experiment and play with yo-yos. 

Thank you for your support of 
science education. I willl share the 
newsletter with other members of our 
staff, too. ’ 

Pam Seipp 
Fort Davis Junior-Senior High School 
Fort Davis, TX 


Regular Readers, Too 
Hard to believe, but we have also 

received letters from our regular 

readers, too. Here are a few: 


Open Wallet 
One thing I can say about Yo-Yo 


Times. It opened my WALLET to a whole 
new world. Ask all your old 
subscribers! 


Robert Stynoski 
Chicago, IL 
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Is There a Chart? 
1 am an enthusiastic yo-yo player 
and would like to ask two questions: 
1. Is there a List of the most 
recommended yo-yos? The yo-yo thet 
I’ve had the best experience with is 
the Kuhn SB-2. 
2. Is there a chart that lists the 
most recommendable yo-yo videos? 
Any help would be appreciated. 
Jimy von Obein 
Spielland 
Bern, Switzerland 
(Jimy, we know of no such lists. We 
are sending you a copy of our special 
2-page issue, which contains a list of 
yo-yo manufacturers, books, videos, 
publications and museums. Every 
manufacturer on the list makes good 
yo-yos. We recommend that you buy 8 
couple of yo-yos from several of them 
and decide on the best for yourself.) 


Sign me Up 
Please sign me up as a new 
subscriber. 1 really appreciate the 


free copy and have soaked in every 
word. 

The word has been given to my 
Christmas list recipients that this 
43-year-old needs a new Pro-Yo and 
other yo-yos for his collection! 

My friends are gleaning the pages 
of the free copy, too. I’m not 
Stingy. 

Hope to hear more wisdom from 
Professor Yo-Yo, soon. 

Darl Johnson 
Sweetser, IN 


A Big Success 

More news about the "YO-IN in the 
Park" held at Golden Gate Park in San 
Francisco in November. Bill 
DeBoisblanc asked me to join him, Dale 
Oliver and several local champions to 
the informal yo-in. 

He also requested that I bring 
along some copies of my book, World on 

tring: he How-T Yo. Book. 
What a wonderful reception the book 
and | received! 

One yo-yo player reported that he 
learned practically all the tricks in 
the book just from reading it. Others 
wanted updated copies of the updated 
version. 

One guy wanted me to autograph his 
copy of the original edition publ ished 
fn 1979. 

Their reactions made me fly higher 
than a skyrocketing yo-yo. 

It was a real treat for me to meet 
these new yoers, visit with old 
friends, Bill and Dale, and spin some 
tales and yo-yos with all of them. 

Thanks, guys, for inviting me. 

Helane Zeiger 
Berkeley, CA 


Yo HISTORY 


Send in Your 
Personal Yo-Yo History 

In our September-October 1990 
issue, we asked the question, “Are You 
a World Champion?" We invited former 
"world champs" and other yo-yo champs 
from the past to send us information 
about their victories of many years 
ago. 

We are attempting to compile as 
complete a history of the sport of 
yoing as we possibly can. 

We invite you to submit information 
about your own yo-yo victories of old. 
Be sure to include copies of clips, 
certificates of awards and other 
information that substantiate your 
claim. We particularly want to know 
the who, what, when, where, why and 
how of your victory. Second- and 
third-place winners are also invited 
to send information, as are those who 
simply participated in the contest. 
Send us as much information as you can 
recall about who won the contest, 
where it was held, etc. We’ll publish 
as much information in YYT as we can. 

Even if you weren’t a champ, we’re 
always interested in your own 
reminiscences of what it was like to 
be a yo-yo kid back in the early days 
of yo. We especially want to hear 
from former yo-yo professionals who 
toured for Duncan and other yo-yo 
companies. 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER! We'll probably want to talk to 
you and get some additional details. 

Our mention in USA Weekend pulled 
in quite a few letters from former 


champions. We published several jn 
the last issue. Here are a few 
excerpts: 

Collector 


I am a former (45 years ago) Duncan 
demonstrator. I now aggressively 
collect all yo-yo jitems--photos, 
tapes, packages, etc. 

1 am also a full-time photo dealer. 

Walt Burton 
Cincinnati, OH 


Former Champ 
Being an avid yo-yo fan for the 
last 45 years and a former champ, |! 
would appreciate receiving a sample 
copy ASAP. 
Carl Marder 
Wilmington, DE 


Another Champ 

50 years ago 1 was a yo-yo 
champion. My prize was to have my 
name carved in my Duncan yo-yo. 

Then, during the 1950s, yo-yos 
seemed to go out of style, at least 
here jin Delaware. 

The USA Weekend article revived my 
interest. 

Can you tell me where I can 
purchase a quality yo-yo? 

Joseph S. Yucht 


‘News, P.O. Box 


Wilmington, DE 


Still Yos 
I’m 59 years old and won a Duncan 
award in Flint, Mich., in about 1947. 
I still yo-yo recreationally and 
have a collection of over 200 old yo- 
yos. 
Jerry Bakke 
Muskegon, MI 


Detroit Champ 
I was the 1938 champ in Detroit, 
Mich. 
Claude May 
Lafayette, CA 


Great Memories 


1 was a Duncan Yo-Yo Junior 
Instructor from 1956 to 1958, 
conducting the grade school 


tournaments in North Spokane, Wash. 

I have many great memories and yo- 
yo stories to tell. 

1 assisted a Duncan representative 
and went on T.V. with him in 1957. He 
was from the Philippines and carved 
hula girls in our wooden yo-yos. Do 
any of your readers know his name? 

I recently found some of my Duncan 
Yo-Yo patches hidden away in a book. 
I have framed them. 

1 also recently picked up a yo-yo 
and found I could still do the tricks. 

Some time ago I saw an ad for a 
framed collection of all the famous 
Duncan Yo-Yos. Are they still 
avai lable? 

Fred J. Caruso 
Olympia, WA 


CLUB NEWS 


send in Your Club News 

If you have a yo-yo club (even an 
informal one) or are trying to start 
one, send us the information, 
including: name of the club; city; 
names, addresses and phone numbers of 
club president and officers; location, 
dates and times of regular meetings 
and of special events such as 
contests, exhibits, classes and so on; 
and any other interesting or relevant 
information. 

Also, be sure to keep us updated on 
any future events planned by your 
club. 

Send your information to the AYYA, 
Club News, 14534 Wallingford, Seattle, 
WA 98133, and/or to Yo-Yo Times, Club 
1519, Herndon, VA 
22070. 


Puget Sound Yo-Yo Club 

For information about the Puget 
Sound Yo-Yo Club, call Chris Arena, 
14117 57th Ave. N.W., Gig Harbor, WA 
98332, 206/851-5753. Contact him for 
information about future meetings. 


Willie Bird’s Flyers 

“Willie Bird’s Flyers" Yo-Yo Club 
meets once a month at Willie Bird’s 
Restaurant, 1150 Santa Rosa Ave., 
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Santa Rosa, Calif. For information, 
contact John Stangle, 707/542-1417. 


Washington, D.C., Area 

A Yo-Yo Share, Show & Practice is 
held every third Wednesday of the 
month beginning Aug. 16 from 7 to 9 
p.m. in the fellowship hall of Grace 
Presbyterian Church at Grace and Bath 


streets, Springfield, Va. For 
information, contact Dick Stohr at 
703/451-3439. 

' +GSHOPTALK 


"YyT" Deadlines 

Please mark your calendar with the 
following deadlines for Yo-Yo Times 
advertisers and articles: 

Winter issue, late January/early 
February; Spring issue, early to 
mid-April; Summer issue, late 
duly/early August; Fall issue, late 
October. 

If you have a story for us, please 
have it jim our hands at least Two 
WEEKS prior to the publication date. 

AYYA members will also receive two 
copies of the AYYA Newsletter, which 
are scheduled to be published in 
mid-September and mid-December (timed 
to be prior to and following the 
national championships in California). 

Even though YYT jis an independent 
publication, YYT and the AYYA have 
made a special arrangement so that 
members of the AYYA receive both 
newsletters as a part of their 
membership fee. YYT will also publish 
AYYA news and announcements , 
especially fn those issues which come 
out in periods of the year in which 
the AYYA newsletter is not published. 


Attention AYYA Members 

Your subscription to YYT is 
included with your membership in the 
AYYA. 

if you are already a YYT subscriber 
at the time you join the AYYA, be sure 
to indicate that fact on your AYYA 
membership application form and pay 
the lower AYYA membership fee. 

Please careful NOT to both join the 
AYYA at the full fee and also send us 
a check to renew your YYT 
subscription. These double payments 
can be confusing to our subscription 
department. Thanks. 


BOOKS 
t’s Yo-Yo Time! 
revised and expanded 
The revised and expanded edition of 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! by “Professor Yo-Yo" 
(Stuart F. Crump Jr., Editor, Yo-Yo 


Limes newsletter) has been publ | ished. 


It's Yo-Yo Time! is subtitled, 
“Professor Yo-Yo’s Book of Yo-Yo 
Tricks and Stories, New and Old---300 
new yo-yo tricks from the pages of 
Yo-Yo Times newsletter." . 

In addition to reprinting all of 
the yo-yo tricks that have appeared in 


YYT since the first issue in 1988, as 
well as the complete text and 
illustrations of _The Blue Book of Yo, 
the book includes stories and articles 
relating to the yo-yo. A few of the 
chapters are entitled: 

A Brief History of the Yo-Yo; 
Inventing New Yo-Yo Tricks; I’m 
Yo-kay, You're Yo-kay; The Perfect Toy 
for all Ages; Ecce Homo Yo-Yo!; Adding 
the Yo-Yo to Your Juggling Act; The 
Fun Way to Cope With Stress: Just Say 
Yo!; How to Travel Through Time; Reach 
for the TOP!; When You Blow It; 
Appendix of Sources; and an Index of 
Tricks, 

New chapters include: The Story of 
Yo-Yo, the Christmas Elf--or--How the 
Yo-Yo Got Its Name; How to Run a Yo-Yo 
Program at Your Summer Camp; How to 
Customize Your Yo-Yo; The Art of 
Showmanship; and Only in America. 

Perhaps the major difference 
between the first and revised editions 
is that many of the new tricks in the 
new volume are illustraated with line 
drawings by the author’s daughter, 
Jodj ("Yodi") Crump. Primarily 
because of the illustrations and the 
new material, the new volume comprises 
146 pages, up from 108in the first 
edition. 

Several chapters are in the form of 
short stories about a young boy of the 
1950s and early 1960s and his frequent 
encounters over the years with the 
yo-yo man. 

Copies of the second edition are 
available from Creative Communications 
Inc., P.O. Box 1519-YB, Herndon, VA 
22070, for $19.95 plus $2.50 shipping 
and handling in North America; add 
$3.00 shipping and handling for other 
foreign orders. 

The author advises subscribers who 
purchased the first edition to wait 
for the third or fouth editions. The 
heart of the book is the new tricks, 
and most of the new tricks in the 
boook have also appeared in YYT. 


Or rere were ncee 


BACK ISSUES OF "YYT" 


While supplies last, a few copies of 

each back issue of “Yo-Yo Times” are 

available, including: #1-1, 1-2, 1-3, 

1-4, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 

2-5, <R>2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4, 3-5, 
3-6, 4-1, 4°2, 4°3, 4°4, 4°5, 4-6, 
5-1, 5-2, 5-3, 5-4, 6-1, 6-2, 6-3, 
6-4, 7-1 7-2, 7-3, 7-4, 8-1, 8-2 

and 8-3, 

If an issue is.out of stock, we will 
send you a photocopy of the issue, 
unless you specify otherwise. Send $3 
for each copy ordered. (Postpaid to 
the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For 
other foreign orders, add $1 for 
postage and handling per issue, 
except for #2-5 and 3-2, add $1.50 
and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2). 


Back Issues, YYT 
P.O. Box 1519 
Werndon, VA 22070 


Yo-Yo Museums 


Mational Museum 
Chico, Calif. 

Located inside the Bird in Hand store 
320 Broadway, Chico, Calif. 
More than 1,000 yo-yos on display 
Open 10-5 Monday-Saturday, 

11-4 Sunday 
Free admission 
for further information, call 
916/893-0545 


The Yozeun 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Located at Playmaxx headquarters 
2900 N. Country Club, Tucson 
Featuring the 
Ouncan family collection 
and a tour of the Playmaxx factory 
Group tours available 
Free admission 
Workshops twice a month on Saturdays, 
with Scott Edwards, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Frequent contests 
Reservations or information 
call 602/322-0100 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 

If you'd like to place a classified 
ad in this section, the cost for an ad 
is 10 cents per word, with a minimum 
charge of $2.50. We will print the 
first few words in boldface unless you 
specify differently. 

Yo-Yo Time assumes no 
responsibility or liabilities for any 
claims contained in any ad. Let the 
buyer beware! 

WANTED: OLD YO-YOs. Buying singles, 
collections and old yo-yo memorabilia. 
List conditions and prices. Lucky 
Meisenheimer, Suite 105, 7300 Sandlake 


Commons Blvd., Orlando, FL 32819, 
407/354-0478. 

YO-YOs WANTED. Tin or wood, Duncan, 
Goody, Royal, Cheerio, flores and 


others. Also, related books, patches, 
pins, trophies, strings, advertising, 
memorabilia. Les Gordon I!, 6475 €&. 
Boone County 550 South, Whitestown, IN 
46075-9763, 317/769-3382. 

WANTED: Duncan and Royal decal yo-yos, 
Flores and tin yo-yos, Cheerio and 
Goody jewels. Also, Goody Atomic and 
Comet Filipino Twirlers. Will buy or 
trade. Johnny Tillotson, 17530 Ventura 
Blvd., Suite 108, Encino, CA 91316, 
1-800-YO-BUDDY. 

LAUGH-MAKERS MAGAZINE for kid-show and 


“family audience entertainers. 50 big 


pages each issue covering balloons, 


clowning, magic, ventr { loquism, 
Puppetry, comedy props, juggling, 
business ideas, more! $21/year (6 


fssues); outside USA, $27. P.O. Box 
160-YT, Syracuse, NY 13215. 

YO-YO DISPLAY CASES, $10.00 each; 4 or 
more $7.95 each. Plus S&H. VISA/MC 
accepted. Dealer {inquiries welcome. 
L.S.A.S.E. Dept. YT2, Collectors 
Display Case Co., RT 2 Box 73, 
Fremont, NE 68025, 402/721-4765. 
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"The Bluebook of Yo!"! 
by Professor Yo-Yo 
(Yo-Yo Times editor Stuart Crump) 
Illustrated by 
Mighty Mo the Yo-Yo Pro 
(Mo Abdel baki) 

The basic beginner’s yo-yo 
instruction and trick booklet. 
$1.50 postpaid (North America) or 
$2.00 Coutside North America) 
Two copies: $2.50 (N. America) and 
$3.00 (foreign) 

“The Bluebook of Yo! 

Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519-BB 
Herndon, VA 22070 


It's Yo-Yo Timet 
Cincluding - 
The Bluebook of Yo) 
by “Professor Yo-Yo" 
(Stuart F. Crump Jr.) 
(Editor, Yo-Yo Times newsletter) 
A collection of more than 300 new 
yo-yo tricks as well as stories and 
articles about the world of yo. 
$19.95 plus $2.50 shipping and 
handling in North America; add $3.00 
shipping and handling for other 
foreign orders. 
It’s Yo-Yo Time! 
P.O. Box 1519-YB 
Herndon, VA 22070 


American Yo-Yo | 


Association 

The American Yo-Yo Association is 
for players, collectors, students, 
adults, manufacturers and yo-yo pros. 
One year membership is $12 for 
students and $20 for adults. 

Members receive a membership card, 
membership button, 1-year subscription 
to Yo-Yo Times, official AYYA contest 
trick list and a copy of the official 
AYYA contest rules. 

Membership also helps support AYYA 
yo-yo contests, prizes, activities and 
the on-going effort to establish 
yo-yoing as an international sport. 

Members also receive discounts of 
20% on AYYA logo items (T shirts and 
sweatshirts, buttons, patches and so 
on) and 50% off ATTA entry fees. 

For membership, contact: 


The AYYA, 627 163rd St. S. 
Spanaway, WA 96387 


YO-YO TIMES 
NEWS HOTLINE 
703-715-8191 


See eee meee ew sorsesseaceese meen nscce 


New Renewal Procedures 


As we explained before, we are trying to change all of our paid subscriptions so they will 
end in the same month (10/96, 10/97, etc.), to simplify our record keeping and make it easier 
to handle renewals. Incidentally, the “10” in “10/96,” “10/97,” etc. does not mean “October.” 
It means “Winter.” We publish four times a year. Here is an explanation: 

--Subscriptions ending with “4/96,” “4/97” or “4/98” expire with the Spring issue. 

--Subscriptions ending with “6/9X" ex pire with the Summer issue. 

--Subscriptions ending with “8/9X” expire with the Fall issue. 

--Subscriptions ending with “10/9X” expire with the Winter issue. 

‘The chart below gives you your prorated renewal cost based on the expiration date of your 
subscription. If your subscription is up for renewal, we have circled the appropriate category. 
If your subscription And you want to renew for: 
expires (see label): 1-year 2 years _3: years 
10/95 or 12/95 


2/96 or 4/96 
(7issues) (11 issues) (15 issues) 
6/95 or 6/96 $18 $22 $28 
(6 issues) (10 issues) (14 issues) 
8/95 or 8/96 $15 $20 $26 
(5 issues) (9 issues) (13 issues) 

If yours is a new subscription, please make your check out as follows: 
Subscription Subscription is for 
begins with: 1 year 2 years 3 years 
Winter issue $15 $20 $26 

(5issues) (9 issues) (13 issues) 
Spring issue $12 $18 $24 

(4 issues) (8 issues) (12 issues) 
Summer issue 1 2 $30 
(7 issues) (11 issues) (15 issues) 
Fall issue $18 $22 $28 

(6 issues) (10 issues) (14 issues) 

As you may have noticed, a two- or three-year subscription is your best bargain. 

We recommend that you do not cutyour newsletter. Instead, photocopy this coupon, orsimp- 
ly the following information on a sheet of paper, and send it along with your pay ment. If this 
is a renewal, PLEASEINCLUDE YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER (which appears above your 
name on the attached label), Also, put this account number on your check. 

(International subscribers add $4 per year for air mail postage & handling; please submit 
your check, money order or VISA or MasterCard in U..S. funcds only.) 


[ ]NEWSUBSCRIPTION[ ] RENEWAL (account no. 


Please include your mailing label and indicate new information or changes here: 


Mail this coupon (or a copy) today to: 
Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 - WI95-6 
. Herndon, VA 22070 


[ ] If this box is checked, it means yours is a complimentary subscription. We give 
out a few complimentary subscriptions, primarily to journalists plus a few friends 
of the yo-yo. If you would like to continue receiving YYT, please let us know. 
Otherwise, this may be your final issue. If you would like to become a paid sub- 
scriber, use the renewal amount for the 10th month/Winter renewals (above). 


[ ] if this box is checked, it means your subscription is part of your 
American Yo-Yo Association membership. 


pt this box is checked, this is your LAST ISSUE unless you renew. 
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THE YO-YO OF CHAMPIONS | 
American Spinners * POCKET ROCKET * | 


! 
One Piece Wooden Yo-Yo Traditional Design 
- . Made in Sweden from Beech wood. 

-WINNER OF: World ProAm Yo-Yo and 
‘National Yo-Yo Championships 
_CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THE 
"PROS WHO USE OUR YO-YO’S 

“LIMITED QUANTITIES in 7 COLORS 

, RED, YELLOW, GREEN, BLACK, BLUE, 


\ PINK, WHITE $5.50ea. or 2 for $10 includes S&H 


check or MO to: Bill Cress 28 Worcester drive 


WN ne New Jersey 07470 
ace te * : 9 o 
t 


. ye oe 
) 


SUBSCRIBE 


TODAY! 


If one of the 
categories in the box 


on the left is | FIRST 


cirded, send your 


renewal today to: CLASS 


Yo-Yo Times 
P.O. Box 1519 


| Herndon, VA 22070 
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